" By comparing the number of admissions and of deaths for successive terms of twenty years, it will be found that the susceptibility to fever diminishes, while the proportionate fatality augments, with the increase of age:?viz. for the first term, in '2033 admissions, the deaths were 3| per cent., while, for two succeeding periods of equal duration, the mortality reached 11 and 25 per cent, respectively; the admissions being 969 and 211. Of the entire treated for the year, full twothirds were under twenty years of age; and only one-third of the mortality occurred within that term. These deductions shew satisfactorily the influence which age has both on the extent and fatality of fever cases." III. Influence of Sex. "The influence of sex appears in favour of the males, one-third less having been attacked than of the females. The greater delicacy of the latter, as well as the disproportionate amount of labour they undergo, slenderly clothed, and barefooted, seem to be the principal cause of their greater susceptibility to fever. As regards the mortality, there does not appear to be any remarkable difference, the proportion being 1 in 13| of females, and 1 in 14 of males; though that for six years, from 1814 to 1820, gave the proportion of females as 22 to 15; a relative average which commonly exists." [Jan. "Mary King, aged eight years, was admitted March 17th, 1837, into the Hospital for Children, Portobello, for violent headaches, to which she had been very subject for the last two months; these pains commenced suddenly on her return in the evening from the funeral of her sister, to whom she was much attached.
" Her countenance was peculiarly expressive of caution, and was florid, and full, if not bloated; the chin was advanced preternaturally beyond the chest, the mouth slightly opened, and she kept the arms parted from the sides as if to poise herself. On looking laterally, she strained her eyes in the direction of the object, and failing in this, turned her entire body for the purpose. The effect produced when she attempted to observe anything placed near her feet was yet more remarkable; for this purpose she generally put her hand to her forehead, as if fearful of undue weight in the head, and bent her body, thus avoiding the least motion between the first and second vertebrae. In getting up from bed also, or in lying down, she invariably supported the head with her hand.
" The headach was not permanent, sometimes she was free from pain for a couple of days, especially while using the warm bath, and on those occasions exhibited a most cheerful disposition; as the disease advanced, however, the intervals of rest were fewer and of shorter duration ; the use of calomel seemed to afford considerable ease, until it slightly affected the mouth on the fifth day, from which time her sufferings appeared rather to be aggravated; leeching and blistering, which had been tried at the commencement of my treatment, to the back of her neck, were perfectly useless, nor was the insertion of a seton in the same situation attended by any happier result. The sufferings of this poor little creature were really most painful to witness, and at times amounted to agony; on these occasions she always wished to have a bandage bound tightly round her forehead, or requested the nurse to squeeze her head between her hands, but the most effectual remedy was the tincture of opium in small quantities, repeated when necessary. Of late she referred the headach more to the left than the right side; the pain on several occasions left the head, and traversed the spine to the sacrum, from whence it returned to its original seat; she also complained occasionally of pain in her stomach, but this was always relieved by the application of a jar of hot water to the part; the bowels were regular throughout.
" She expired without a struggle on the 29th June. Owing to the objections entertained by her friends to have the body examined, I was obliged to content myself with the removal of the diseased portions, namely, the cervical portion of the spine, and the portion of occipital bone in connexion with it; and with my friend Dr. Houston made a minute examination, the result of which was as follows:
" The articulating surfaces between the first and second vertebrae, and between the condyles of the atlas and occipital bone, were diseased, the cartilages eroded, the denuded bones gritty, and the capsules thickened and coated with lymph. The capsules of the loose articulations between the oblique processes of the atlas and dentata were particularly enlarged, and protruded forwards under the deep muscles of the spine, forming three distinct abscesses pressing against the pharynx; that on the right side had made its way downwards for more than an inch between the bones and muscles. The odontoid process was completely detached on all sides, and stripped of cartilage and synovial membrane, it was immersed in pus. The perpendicular, oblique, and transverse ligaments had altogether disappeared, and the odontoid process was only separated from the spinal marrow by the thickened sheath of that organ. All the joints enumerated, including those of the odontoid process, appeared to be engaged in one suppurating surface. The fibrous sheath of the medulla oblongata, and commencement of the spinal marrow, were much thickened in texture, and the arachnoid and pia mater to the same extent were red and swollen ; but the roots of the nerves were all perfect, and the medullary texture did not exhibit any organic lesion. " I administered it only to thirty-five patients, being little more than one-fourth of those for which I prescribed; but these, of course, were of the worst description, being all of the pure inflammatory type. In the most of these, bloodletting, both general and local, was had recourse to; in others, local bleeding only; and I may here remark, that the effects of the colchicum were always most apparent after detraction of blood; but in all the following changes were more or less manifested in a short time before its administration. The pulse was diminished in frequency and force; the palpitation of the heart, which in young subjects was often perceptible to the eye, subsided; the inflammation and pain of the throat were alleviated; and the patient often expressed himself 'much better.' Vomiting was excited in a few cases; but, as this seemed always to be followed by an improvement in a state of the tonsils, and generally abated after the rejection of a quantity of bile, it was never found necessary to interrupt the use of the medicine. The bowels were generally more or less purged, and the improvement was always so sudden and marked, after a free discharge of dark bilious Lancet. Nov. 4, 1837.
